88 n SRI PARASARA BHATTA

Parasara fancies that the man-lion {Nara-simha} form
of the Lord which combines in itself wonderful and
charming features in such a way that this form is no
longer avoided or abhorred by people. When seen
separately, the human and leonine forms normally cannot
be admired by anyone. Therefore, the Lord had, by a
stroke of His genius, brought these two features together
as nara-simha and made it a pleasant and charming
combination as that of milk and sugar, much to the delight
of His devotees. The poet further observes that in His
man-lion incarnation the Lord actually dispensed with
His enemy effortlessly with the tip of His nails. But His
fury against Hiranyakasipu, who harassed His devotee
Prahlada in the most unbecoming manner knew no bounds.
As such His physical body grew twice the size of His
cosmic form as Visnu. The man-lion form which He
assumed thus in all haste, still provided a matchless
co-ordination between the human and animal forms (sL
64-66).

Losing himself in the glories of Ramavatara, the poet
feels that the disappearance of Sita (at Citrakuta) and
her 'hiding' in Asokavana was a mere sport. The poet
wonders as to why the Lord had to undergo enormous
pain and strain in building a bridge across the ocean
and in putting an end to the demon who was puffed
up by the boons he got from Brahma and Siva. The
poet's opinion is that Sita, had she so desired, could
have easily foiled Ravana's plans of seizing her. But still
she allowed aU this to happen and this must have been
with a definite purpose behind (sl. 68-69).

Parasara then describes in two verses the greatest
of all the incarnations of the Lord, that is Sri Krsna.
In a touching reference to Krsna's mother DevakI he
says that she wanted the Supreme Brahman as her child.